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A calm guide to understanding Morningstar, Simply Wall St, and Seeking Alpha.
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These three platforms can help you make informed investing decisions — but only when used wisely. This visual guide clarifies

what each tool is best for, when beginners might use it, and how to avoid information overload.

Think of this as a simple map, not a prescription.

SECTION 1 — TOOL COMPARISON

Ul Morningstar

BEST FOR:

¢ Index funds

e Mutual funds

e ETFs

e Long-term performance analysis
¢ Fee comparisons

e Portfolio breakdowns

STRENGTHS:

e Deep, reputable data

e Clear analysis of fees and risk

e "Portfolio X-Ray" style breakdown
of holdings

e Great for understanding the
structure of a fund

BEGINNER-FRIENDLY USES:
e Compare two similar ETFs

e Check diversification

¢ Review fees

¢ See long-term returns

WHAT TO AVOID:
¢ Relying heavily on star ratings
e Reading too many detailed ratios

e Treating past performance as a
prediction

Q  Simply Wall St

BEST FOR:

Individual stock evaluation
Visual fundamentals
Company financial health
snapshots

Valuation overviews

Growth forecasts

STRENGTHS:

Incredibly beginner-friendly visuals
Easy-to-read graphs and icons

Shows revenue, earnings, debt, and
valuation at a glance

No overwhelming data tables

BEGINNER-FRIENDLY USES:

Understanding how a company
makes money

Checking basic financial health
Seeing whether a company is
overvalued/undervalued visually

Comparing two companies

WHAT TO AVOID:

Taking valuation models as
absolute

Treating analyst forecasts as
certainty

Over-interpreting visuals as
guarantees

¢ Seeking Alpha

BEST FOR:

¢ Reading qualitative investor
opinions

e Bull vs bear arguments

e Earnings call summaries

e "Big picture” context

¢ Multiple viewpoints

STRENGTHS:
¢ Real investor articles
¢ Rich commentary

¢ Access to both positive and
negative outlooks

¢ Helps you understand how different
investors interpret the same data

BEGINNER-FRIENDLY USES:

¢ Getting narrative context

¢ Understanding reasons behind
swings in price

¢ Seeing arguments for and against
an investment

WHAT TO AVOID:

e Treating articles as advice

e Being persuaded by bold
predictions

e Reading too much too early
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SECTION 2 — WHEN TO USE WHICH TOOL

When to Use Which Tool (Neutral Use Cases)

Use these descriptions as calm, non-prescriptive guidance for matching each tool to a situation.

Use Morningstar when... Use Simply Wall St when... Use Seeking Alpha when...
¢ You're comparing ETFs or mutual ¢ You're evaluating a specific ¢ You want investor perspectives
funds company ¢ You want to understand bullish vs
¢ You want to understand ¢ You want easy-to-read bearish views
diversification fundamentals  You want deeper narrative context
¢ You need clarity on fees ¢ You want a visual overview without
e You want a long-term view of fund spreadsheets
performance

SECTION 3 — AVOIDING OVERWHELM
Stay Calm: Use Only One Tool at a Time

You don't need to check every tool for every decision. A calm approach is to use one tool per decision:
¢ Morningstar — funds & ETFs

« Simply Wall St — individual companies

« Seeking Alpha — perspectives & context

This keeps your process simple, focused, and beginner-safe.

SECTION 4 — FINAL REMINDER

Tools provide clarity — not certainty.
Use them to understand what you're buying, not to predict the future.

Your long-term success comes from diversification, consistency, and calm decisions — not perfect analysis.

Mind Treks
Built by learners. Not sellers.



